
BARTON  FESTIVAL 2021

The good news is that it’s ready, teddy, go for a Festival on the first 
weekend of September 2021. Although lockdown restrictions are easing 
we felt it would not be possible to go ahead on the usual Midsummer 
weekend - so Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th are the dates for your 

diary! This year we’ll be celebrating the 20th anniversary of the very first Teddy Ride - 
are there any teddies out there who can remember that momentous day?  

After missing out last year, your adventure-loving teddies can look forward to an action-
packed weekend but we can’t stage the Festival without our dedicated volunteers and 
supporters and we’ve been much encouraged by the enthusiastic response so far.  For 
example, Barton’s Gardening Guild will be joining us with their annual show. The Barton 
and Dunstall Key Trust and St James’ Place have pledged financial support which is 
much appreciated. 

Teddy Rides 

There will be an exciting new Teddy Ride to enjoy this year and we hope to preview this 
soon once Field Trials have been completed. As in previous years, the rides will be 
centred on St James’ churchyard; the fishpond, by permission of Barton Parish Council; 
and fields at Holland Sports Club.  

Plant-a-Pot and Sunflowers 

Open Gardens has been a popular feature of the Festival, but the Covid 
situation ruled that out. Instead we are introducing new ideas which 
everyone can join in to brighten up the village streets. We will be 
inviting everyone to ‘Plant-a-Pot’ - put a large plant pot filled with flowers outside their 
homes. And there will be a challenge to take on a Tall Order to see who can grow the 
tallest sunflower. We are looking into possible sponsorship towards the cost of seeds 
and would welcome any planting ideas from our gardeners. 

Scarecrows 

We’d like to have scarecrows again - they do bring smiles to people’s faces. 
Although we didn’t have a formal competition last year, we did invite 
villagers to make scarecrows to cheer people up, and they didn’t 
disappoint! So we hope people will come up with some more crafty 
creations this year - with prizes back on offer. 

We’ll need volunteers for all the above. Please let us know if you can help.  

Email: Charles Theaker, Festival Chairman, on teddiesbarton@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE! SEPT 4 & 5


